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i By JOHN ■ M.\ CREWDSON J 

.,.,'- Special to Tbe New Yoc* Tlaal- 

' ; icS - ANGELES, . Dec...; 14-— j 
MsfS ;tban six > years after the. 
assassination. of Senator Robert 
3*./Kennedy;,"a (small : . group fof 
■ (^immolo^sts,’'. ^public, - officials 
dn^eyevritnesses to.tiiejshoot- 

. 'ticSM .Sirhan BisharaSiriia^-a 
*! JotiJi^akS'imm^ 

y oi^assi^astS'Ir-^^^h^v^. 

v''(v S^ch. "doubts, founded -mainly] 
-.on^a’ir r^xaminatibn.' -of/, the; 
b recdMt'of • Mr.-, •Sirhan’s:fl9S9j 
ijarder trial, and related - docti-; 
Aindnts.have begu^to .spread! in 
Wrei^at- months- to poh'ticalyfig-] 



fcl 0 ef-,cme-' doubts..tbaii.NrESir-. 
• hat^asi-'inyolvedfia- the.-sho6& ; 
”in°g|itaclc:on : Mr.';Kermedy;:But: 
: ' 'someth question f !whetherf£the 1 
^buEils : that: he- ftredl killed .Mr. 
./KeMedy.'and others' even .ques- 
% Ko^whether -his: bullets., hit' Mr. ! 

M 

~' J "' ” i Evidence- Misread 



"'tie. 

jjbnJ^s 5 ^Ksnoved'-'.&om fSenator 
t Xfe&xdy’s-..body did not appear 
;tti ^.tch: others fired from-Mrd 
: Sirh^’a-:pistoL-: Also, testimony, 
by ^ome; : :eyewi tnesses r, pEacest 
Mrt^irhamlf artheti-. frdhiv.-the j 
Sfei^br , thanithe: saentific^yii.; 
derffw-jwould •indicatfc'^r^.fVi 
j^sepKBusch, the Los-Angeles ! 
; CoiMJy?- District'-'Attorney.jiii'a-. 



o'. , ruf-x* £**+•»■■?•<? •• 

misses the assernoos. as based 
on a; misreading of-ttie evidence 
ancfr'Says that- Mr. '.Kennedy’s 
fonfy : assailant-' is behind', bai^. ,r 
•Tise controversy Thas ; existed 
sirSe the Sirhamtriak'but, has 
^in&nSfied since last KTiy,- when 
Jtfce'iujs Angeles" County Super- 
Baxter • WarritrthhidlJ'a 
£^mgir.BalIis&sg‘ experts' tes- 
jtitie^abont-scxi5e?anc*halIes in 
thdtmillets retnoyed>ifipm;.:Mr: 
Kennedy i and -j five! •: bystanders 
^■wft^&ere.wound^'^theMtch- 
' ea^^Dth^jfAiisbaSai^i^Hotel 
Sefa'*ca tb e ni^tf bftheCalif or- 



Ward’s ; call XOT.&reoewed 
_ .firvpsfigatibhli^jfiscassed-iht an 
' 'arfi^ei iti .'thaJJanustyl i ssue! of 



ith^aiirfKcahig^ieiritoKe ana 
-teS-^my'sirTOtmding Mry Ken- 
*iisqfsr> death"-.! fo< ap^ar' ia’-.a 
J Satictsai ' publication.// is;.' based 
oc^aa... investigatic&T by/, Betsy 
- tangjnan and , Alexander Cock* 
bnrtij, a-.coIunni&forrtte.Village 

/An separate’.-- inquiry ? into / the 
assassinaticn Is being conducted 
byE' Allard K. Eowenstein, a 



.^fip^.Harper’s: artx^vohe .of 
■' A2i t ectensive^^Oflraitsl of 



/?.- 17,1 recent weeks/aMit/Low'- 
"enstein has acquainted at least 
thrOex major - newspapers.- and; 
tw^j, television!' networks:-: with’ 
..the •"'results of* his/inquiries , in 
’ any .effort to .promote j support 
fog-ij! reoperring.iof /the-' Sirhan 
cab?,. He is expected f .t»> disclose 
sojp^.'ofthisfiirdihgsvMvNew’ 
'Ye^rk; tomorrow at .a jccnt hevfs 

- conference with. Psisi: Schfade, 

1 a political assodatei pf/Senator.! 
. Kenedy- who was- arnongihose 
-•wcundai at .the tkaaA-n^vgu«: 

^Difference on- Distesw»-^i! 
?; -Aftiiough a rhimb^!cf. widely 
.. divergent theories, have . Been 
'advanced that purport to resolve 

- ■tihe'jarious conflicts, a common! 
thread' runs through- most-, of 
Iheinl Some see-.the absence of 
conclusive scientific^ proof, that 

‘■'.the.jbullets that wounded Sen- 
atjjp- Kennedy were fired by a 
single - pistoC and eyewitness 
testipony contradicts some of 
th'e , tihdings of DeWayrie Wol- 
' fejjt' the Los. Angeles- Police De-| 
P7(taeot,driminalist.-.v.-ho "was! 
in' Charge ' of "tib- technical- in- 1 
\ vestigation and : 7 /fto- nov 7 beads i 
the . department’s 'Jennie:.', labo- 
ratory. . -y ■/ 

"One such t -,discre^iic^£yC 
raised by the Jestimonyj'af se.'b 
era! ‘of , the bl-'- or'.sokpesspiis 
who crowded into’ the .tiny -serw- 
ing, : pantry- off. the;! Arobassa-- 
ddr’S'' kitchen foUovrihg'dMn 
Kennedy’s declaratibn'-f.qfi-vic-;' 
tofjr. in the primary to ‘support-' 
erS^ih an adjacent baproomfi-Si 
, None of the witnesses,, to the', 
shooting, who testified rats the 
trial ..placed the Senator.'.cioser 
than two feet/to'.Mr^ Sirhan,.' 
w-hea-he- began-.. tec. fire,- and] 
5orne- swore that fhe"two‘men' 
were- seoarated by as much as 
eight or 10 feet.-. 7:: y ■ - ' 
,- 3 Rt chemical tests conducted i 
by Mr. Wolfer on the Senator’s., 
jacket,' which bore- the entry j 
marks of -three bullets,. showed ! 
teat . they were fired 'from 's 
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Questioned 






gun', held - ! .only few.' inches - 
away. : < . : \ ,lf.\ 

V : Moreover, '! the • fourth ] and 
,atal y22-caliber, -bullet,'-. 'which ] 
caught . My Kennedy, behind the] -'' 
Hght':Je^fttod.;lt^geP'-';in ; ' hit] 
brai n , ^ l-^adr^ired .JUf xx>m ' - jpoin tb •? 
blank ;J.ffnge].‘ ; .!i'ccording ]'-.:t6;' 
Thomas Noguchi, the. Los’ 
Angeles bounty /Coroner.] y !: f'J: 
i'l.'The-. inability ' of people to“! 
relate r what they. see is a frailty' ' 
of .-'huniah Ihatufe," Mr. Busch f 
said in a tecent -interview, add- - 
ing that despite the trial testier 
mony,* his . office .’was.-'- “con-5 
vinced”- that ’ Mr. Kennedy was? 




.(.‘Secb rid Gunj'Meory lt] A,], 

But the. discrepanfcy] between'.’- 
.the i/witnesses" testimony ' '"-apd 
scientific- evidence has horie- 
i-theleds ’giveifrise’ to A' so-called 
j‘ ; second gtm'ptheory. which ar- 
jgueshthatjaii ‘ unidentified' 'as* 
sailani, ' closely.'; positioned ?be- 
: hind ; Mr.; • Kennedy, - and! to ] his 
j nght,' *.vds ’ responsible ' for.' his 
mubdei^and- mot :- Mr.;-'] Sirhan, 
who .'.was ; indisputably in front 
SdVkncing'Sehatof. , 
K;:'’^at.!]theo^.j'is;;buttressed’'t6 
: sptheriexteht t bySD ri ! Noguchi’s 
finding ] that/all. -four of the bul- 
ie ?rM) lodged yin* Mr.' -.Ken- 
nedy s; body.' or- passed through 
“I®, jciothirig -,i;en tered ; jfr om : the 
r«? c ^>-.^^v-Schrkd^'.’said--'. ; diis 
week.:,tha£.';hiS- final vfecoliettioh 
before, beih^ hit- by ..a ’-sug'in the 
fofehfead yas.tMt’Mn'Kennedy 
lyu^yalkinA ■•fabftmil of ; >him 

.^Otter^i»^beredji i ho'fc^ff 
thatvtthej./.SehatOfri^aUsed.vafid 
tmhpd,' ; ;i;0,?hjs?;ieft>;‘just''.before 
, thd/sh<k)tirig'jiBegah ( ? to',- shake 
(hands/ frith j ohe , of :,theTkltcheri , 

( employes..' Dr.] Noguchi'! Who hds I 
some';; (doubts r about’ the.'- 'con j •’ 
Clufivehess; ; !bfj the •:. Sirhan i ini 
yestigati.on]'!' , ;neveftheIeS's \ said 
.VdSterday. thatAuch a move by 
iMri 1 /Kennedy - iwOuld j explain 
,rfiuch about the position of his 
bullet wounds. 



' Frim Frofile';.". • 

f If' Mr.'. Kennedy -had . in ' fact 
been in- profile- to Mr. Sirhan,)* 
the coroner- said,' it would not! 
have been .'"too-, difficult*- for 
him' to have shot/the Senator 
behind the right' ear, “causing 
him to go into a body-spinning 
position,”: thus' exposing his 
back to subsequent shots from 
Mr. Sirhan’s direction. 

. .If: correct,' that theory would ; 
also account for the police con- 
clusion that the bullet that 
struck Mr.. Schrade first passed 
unimpeded through, the. right 
shoulder pad of Mr. Kennedy’s 
jacket from back to front. 

- As it. developed, there was a 
man v, ith a gun standing be- 
hind Mr.- Kennedy and to his 
right at the moment he was 
struck down. He was Thane 
Eugene Cesar, a part-time se- 
curity guard who had been sta- j 
tioned .in the serving pantry to, i 
k ^p -oot -trespassers^ vis 



Mr. Cesar was one of -those 
who told the Los Angeles police 
that Mr.' Kennedy“had reached 
out’L at- the.- last; moment . “and 
sort' of turned, to shake hands 
with''kraebodydU^A-K 

. 'j-.-WBedAthe-; firing- began, . _ he 
told •; police'- investigators later 
the . same day, .he was pushed 
down, by the surging’ crowd but 
managed to. regain, his. feet and 
draw. Ms : 'gun. which' hep said 
was a ^ 8 ^i^'rwolyer.. 4 ^- 
ipAiy : Says Guard Fired ; 
J i&;:Gesac smdithat henever 
fired' his: pistcAitiiaty ni^itv.But 
Donald- Schuhmm, them an ran-: 
pToye' of. CBS:Newsp. lateprtold 
the’ policel-that'ho.had seen; one 
of. the'; security guards present 
-ri-he did rkDtremeniber.vriipm—. 
return':-: Mni SinhroVVfireA.But 
no one' else had Asimilar.-rccol- 
iection^’and'ho ^ife-calibec bjit- 
’ 'ets, r the.', kind-' :Mri .Cesar:'- said 

from phy k>f victims^ bodies: 
|'iv Whiled rii'esTiuraber;: off shots.; 
' i {jred thatAnight ? and ithef posi- 
jtion- of. the ; Asssiknt and his. 
[six victims* are? all . subject^ to 
■‘he' ‘-'.yapariesAot^ 
discrepancy!'-:' stands. :? out-, that- 
. does .-not depend on. the frailty 
of hum-n recollection. *CA>;.A‘r 
i : gevert'of. the- eight- -St-plibar 

'-ullets -fired- from • Mr. Sirfian’s . 

hheno revolver .were' recovered, 
i-bv- the .- police,; 'and were ?ho~ 
'*rK 7 r*tr> bed'. in .1970 by - V/iilhiVC « 



H. Harper,?, a 'retired^ Pasadena,; 
crinrinalistcrMr,'-' Harperris well j 
regarded^ in. . Calif btnladcgar.cir- j 
cles, and hisjcuriosityiabout.the 
.Sirhan- pase: .had?.. been: piqued 
by - at book.. 'about-' they police 
department’s inreri^ationArid : 
j-Pv-j: Same Pisioi'.D.eubt^; Ay-, 
j-;- According ’ do jr'Mrrp. Harper, 
one of die bullets' removed from 
MrA Kenedy’s ? body? does t not 
appear, to nave.beerf fired from 
the- same:; pistol^as; ’ the bullet 
'removed- - from: another. . Victim, 
William.' i-i-WeisS j£'a>? .television 
producer. -A- fppd;' ther? ' Atfierican 
Broadcasting jCompahy-i'?- " ? ' 

Me ^Harper ’-asserts, /' among 
other . things,'- ; that: there is a 
sufficient difference' in' the situ? 
ations-^-marks . left on' the two 
bullets by the -rifling iiiside the 
gun barrel — -to support, the con- 
clusion that they were fired'by 
different "weapons. . •- \ « s. d ? 

That, conclusion is supported 
by' some of Mr: Harper’s col- 




In. 1 ? 1 ♦ rt.W'ATJ o Itvah*, .-•^TVX^'jAVvI vi'lv V*A4> 



s'esse^-j oftljfcbnd : l&Mied igf^pvA; 
of <»hn'^i^f bJjSf pjiiid' its circtim? 
fei^dfe'i'iwhil&'riiAi.^riSellibulilet 

^ X A -i/'i ~ #1. i A 21 • it i 2Z 1 L'lil c: t * 2 - A _ i 




* if 

hiwe4 r from : ; 3Vto j • Siphan’s; pistbl 

cade Corporation lof :.lAvriston, 
Idaho.: As •'-.farp.M'.ihe-jbbulay^e? 
terrriirie, • .MrA'.MacDonhel.'.'Ahid,’ 
Cascade- never manufactured a 
■.22-caliber bullet with only one' 



■ s j, • •/? ijrji- y^‘4 1 '-;‘ ( r j K'S"' ^ t '!. *' 'V. 1 ' t* .* 

carineiure/.thersore ' that ?yaS re- 




Dchriel jv .fir $ N oguchii,. $upervi* 



.weapori^teriSfrom - Mr.": 3 irhan, 
wWdh^hdwj.^t^'^khstheglbs 

defiriltiveftest Idfl. whether ,' ; the 
contested • Kennedy’ bullet! was 

's 



•• fry.. I- t 

Bairrin g':& at,?they' W^h-t i ta - 1 
dibacriyityvtestvperf.dri^ jthat 
would .^'establish' j.tho } siihilarity 
of. the ‘bullets*-; cpnipoditioh/'and 
ihuS^:^j^<^-p ; w.y?re#utfe‘ S.their 
cotounon' .o-rigiA'.i'j^,^h 1 V 
s;;But .MrABUschjsaid'.this Week 

1 *>. 

red^'dt.thA'SirhahVinj/ekigati^ 
de^d^E'^l.haydMrjqueSrioh 
; ,,the \btxl- 

l^,^d^fhe|integri^* of ii thd 

.ri;He;. referred: td|a.:197i -.grand 
j ttt^r /; ihdulr^Mbdt j.oitici zed q s 
too-idx the '^recdtitidn taken by 
Lbs,- Angeles: County officials to 



protect. the- Sirharl. gun and’ re- 
covered bullets:. 1 ;- Mri'V. BUsch 
added. . that .' a b re-examihation 
might not prove conclusive and 
thereby fuel unwanted specula^ 
tion abbut .the- assassination; (l 
? Furthermore, he said, the pis- 
tol could have deteriorated over 
the past .few. ydafs to .the .’point 
Whereyfa^coihparisomA fifing 
would ■. be { meaningless. . He : As- 
serted : that (the , question ot '.the 
cannelUreAt Alone?. Was • Also! in- 
sufficient 1-k proof i'A'Aince -A such 
markings.’ could bei-crased. on 
Impact, a 'cbhclusioh with Which 
Mr. 1 Harper^ kn^v other, ^.experts 

'■] . "Th A two-guh ithbbry Is a fic- 
titious .theory,”. Mf, Busch said, 
“but we can’t stop people from 
taking things ,- out of . context 
and making them : inconsistent 
With the .facts.*. vVr’ '•! 
j>Mr; Svisch' padAeri,; sighed and 
sat, back- iri^his'chair.' 

-“‘There . is hb ; question iri 'our 
minds,”: be ' said , slOwiy,;'“that 
Sirhan'Sirhan'was the murderer 
.of Roebrt Kennedy add that he 
acted .'alone. fV^Tri;’.- ■’ ,• 

.■■ “I’m riot going to jet this kind 
of speclatlon ube given cred- 
ence. It’s ghoulish to me.” ■ 




‘\i :: * ■ r, ’ ; '-'-- ‘ ‘ Vv ■'' ■* >." •".< , r ■ '■ ,i ;•■’■■>:; TM h»w York Times 

• R ® bcrt f. 1 Kennedy shows .onefjV 
XmarWrig^outiine^;^!^ a- cannelure, by, ballistic experts... Bullet, right, from the body.^.;. 
^6f;\Wllia^^V^i§6iv^AB<5^bdii<^^i-2»asrtwo' ; ckrai6liii , es,:lndlcatlng another’ manufacturer* ; ,, i 
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6 Years 

By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Special to The New York Times i 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 14— ! 
More than six years after the 1 
assassination of Senator Robert 
|:'F. Kennedy, a small group of, 
criminologists, public officials 
jand eyewitnesses to the shoot- 
ing are questioning some of the 
f evidence that led to the convic- 
f tion of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, a 
Jordanian immigrant, as the 
only assailant. 

Such doubts, founded mainly 1 
ton a re-examination of the 
f record of Mr. Sirhan’s 1969 
|murdpr trial and related docu- 
fments, have begun to spread in 
| recent months to political fig- 
ures, investigators and journal- 
ists. 

No one doubts that Mr. Sir- 
ban was involved in the shoot- 
ing attack on Mr. Kennedy. But 
#some question whether the 
‘bullets that he fired killed Mr. 
; Kennedy, and others even ques- 
tion whether his bullets hit Mr. 
/Kennedy. 

Calls Evidence Misread 




Associated Press 

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
after conviction in 1969. 



Some say that one of the 
gullets removed from Senator 
i Kennedy’s body did not appear 
jto match others fired from Mr. 
^Sirhan’s pistol. Also, testimony 
;by. teome eyewitnesses places) 
jjVlr. Sirham farther from the 
(Senator than the scientific evi- 
dence would indicate. 

Joseph Busch, the Los Angeles 
(County District Attorney, dis- 



tmisses the assertions as based 
|on a misreading of the evidence 
fend says that Mr. Kennedy’s 
' only assailant is behind bars. 

The controversy has existed 
/since the Sirhan trial, but has 
i intensified since last May, when 
'the Los Angeles County Super- 
visor, Baxter Ward, held a 
hearing. Ballistics experts tes- 
tified about some anomalies in 
the bullets removed from Mr. 
Kennedy and five bystanders 
who were wounded in the kitch- 
en of the Ambassador Hotel 
'here on the night of the Calif or- 
iHia Presidential primary, June 
*5, 1968.. 

f Mr. Ward’s call for a renewed 
^investigation is discussed in an 
particle in the January issue of 
•/(Harper’s magazine, which goes 
*t>n sale Monday. 

| The Harper’s article, one of 
ithe first extensive accounts of 
lihe conflicting evidence and 
•^testimony surrounding Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s death to appear in a 
Snational publication, is based 
Sen an investigation by Betsy 
flangman and Alexander Cock- 
lium, a columnist for the Village . 
Woice. _ ' , 

£ A separate inquiry into the ‘ 
lassassination is being conducted ( 
fcby Allard K. . Lowenstein, a ■ 
'former Representative from < 
‘Long Island. 

| In recent weeks, Mr. Low- ^ 
Sfcnstein has acquainted at least 
khree major newspapers and 
ftwo television networks _ with 
'the results of his inquiries in 
Ian effort to promote support 
jfor a reopening of the Sirhan 
’case. He is .expected to disclose 
come of his findings in New 

S Vork tomorrow at a joint news 
mference with Paul Schrade, 
political associate of Senator 
ennedy who was among those 
ounded at the* time. 

Difference on Distance 



) Although a number of widely 
^divergent theories have been 
Jadvanced that purport to resolve 
lithe various conflicts, a common 
^thread runs through most of 
fethem. Some see the absence of 
fconclusive scientific proof that 
|the bullets that wounded Sen-i 
lator Kennedy were fired by aj 
?, single pistol, and eyewitness 1 






testimony contradicts some of 
Sthe findings of DeWayne Wol-. 
tier, the Los Angeles Police De- 
gpartment criminalist who was 
Jan charge of the technical in- 
vestigation and who now heads 
Ithe department’s crime labo- 
ratory., 

5* One such discrepancy is 
• raised by the testimony of sev - 1 
ibral of the 50 or so persons 
|who crowded into the tiny serv- 
ing pantry off ,the Ambassa- 
dor's kitchen following Mr. i 
iKennedy’sft declaration of vie- j 
fitory in the primary to support- 1 



: 



fcrs m an adjacent ballroom. 

> None <jf the witnesses to the 
^hooting? who testified at the 

i ial .placed the Senator closer 
ian JjwQjf feet to Mr. Sirhan, 
henjl he began to fire, and 
>metjswore that the' two men 
ets^teparated by as much as 
fljit or 10 feet. 

Wut chemical tests conducted 
? Mr. .Wolfer on the Senator’s 
cket, which bore the entry 
irks of three bullets, showed 
-uat they were fired from a 



From Profile 

If Mr. Kennedy had in ‘fact 
been in profile to Mr. • Sirhan, 
the coroner said, it would not 
have been, “too difficult” for 
him to have shot the Senator 
behind the right ear, “causing 
him to go into a body-spinning 
position,” thus . exposing his 
back to subsequent shots from 
Mr. Sirhan’s direction. 

If correct, that theory would 
also account for the police con- 
clusion that the bullet that 
struck Mr. Schrade first passed 
unimpeded through the right 
shoulder pad of Mr. Kennedy’s 
jacket from back to front. 

As it developed, there was a 
man with a gun standing be- 
hind Mr. Kennedy and to his 
right at the moment he was 
struck down. He was Thane 
Eugene Cesar, a part-time se- 
curity guard who had been' sta- 
tioned in the serving pantry to 
keep out trespassers. 

Mr. Cesar was one of those 
who told the Los Angeles police 
that Mr. Kennedy “had reached 
out” at the last moment “and 
sort of turned to shake hands 
with somebody,” 

When the firing began, he 
told police investigators later 
the. same day, -he was pushed 
down by the surging crowd but 
managed to regain his feet and 
draw his gun, which he said 
was a .38-caliber revolver. 

Says Guard Fired 

Mr. Cesar said that he never 
fired his pistol that night. But 
Donald Schulman, then an em- 
ploye of CBS News, later told 
the police that he had seen one 
of the security guards present 
— he did not remember who — 
return Mr. Sirhan’s fire. But 
no one else had a similar recol- 
lection, and no .38-caliber bul- 
lets, the kind Mr. Cesar said 
were in his gun, were taken 
from any of the victims’ bodies. 

While the number of shots 
fired that night and the posi- 
tion of the assailant and his 
six victims are all subject to 
:he vagaries of witnesses, one 
discrepancy stands out that 
does not depend on the frailty 
}f human recollection. 

Seven of the eight .22-caliber 



Dullets fired from Mr. 'Sirhan’s 
[cheap revolver were recovered 
'by the police, and were pho- 
tographed in 1970 by William 
H. Harper, a retired Pasadena 
criminalist. Mr. Harper is well 
regarded in California legal cir- 
cles, and his curiosity about the 
Sirhan case had been piqued 
by a book about the police 
department’s fnvesitgation. 

Same Pistol Doubted 

According to Mr. Harper, 
one of the bullets removed from 
Mr. Kennedy’s body does not 
appear to have been fired from 
the same pistol as the bullet 
removed from another wounded 
victim, . William Weisel, a tele- 
vision producer for the Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Company. 

Mr. Harper asserts, among 
other things, that there is a 
sufficient difference in the stria- 
tions — marks left on the two 
(bullets by the rifling inside the 
gun barrel — to support the con- 
clusion that they were fired by 
different weapons. 

That conclusion is supported i 
by some of Mr. Harper’s col- 

i 




Later, Evidence in Sirhan’s Case Is Questioned 



gun held only a few inches 
away. 

Moreover, the fourth and 
fatal .22-caliber bullet, which 
caught Mr. Kennedy behind the 
right ear and lodged in his 
brain, was fired from close 
range, according to Thomas T. 
Noguchi, the Los Angeles 
County Coroner. 

“The inability of people to 
relate what they see is a frailty 
of human nature,” Mr. Busch 
said in a recent interview, add- 
ing that despite the trial testi- 
mony, his office was “con- 
vinced” that Mr. JKennedy was 
fired upon from a distance of 
inches rather than feet. 

‘Second Gun’ Theory 

But the discrepancy between 
the witnesses’ testimony and 
the scientific evidence has none- 
theless given rise to a so-called 
“second gun” theory, which ar- 
gues that an unidentified’ as- 
sailant, closely positioned be- 
hind Mr. Kennedy and to his 
right, was responsible for his 
murder, and not Mr. Sirhan, 
who was indisputably in front 
of the advancing Senator. 

That theory is buttressed to 
some extent by Dr. Noguchi’s 
finding that all four of the bul- 
lets that lodged in Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s body or passed through 
his clothing entered from the 
back. Mr. Schrade said this 
week that his final recollection 
before being hit by a slug in the 
forehead was that Mr. Kennedy 
was walking in front of him 
and facing directly ahead. 

Other remembered, however, 
that, the Senator paused and 
turned to his left just before 
the shooting began, to shake 
hands with one of the kitchen 
employes. Dr. Noguchi, who has 
some doubts about the con- 
clusiveness of the Sirhan in- 
vestigation, nevertheless, said 
yesterday that such a move by 
Mr. Kennedy would explain 
much about the position of his 
bullet wounds. 
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Bullet, left, taken from the sixth cervicle vertebra of Robert F. Kennedy shows one 
marking, outlined, called a cannelure by ballistic experts. Bullet, right, taken from 
William Weisel, ABC producer, has two cannelures, indicating another manufacturer. 



leagues but not by others, who 
maintain .that the differences 
are too marginal to be defini- 
tive. But one feature of the two 
bullets that shows up clearly 
in the Harper photos has yet 
to be explained. 

The Kennedy bullet, Mr. 
Harper said this week; pos- 
sesses only one knurled groove, 
or cannelure, around its circum- 
ference, while the Weisel bullet 
appears to have two cannelures, 
indentations that are added to 
a bullet for lubricating pur- 
poses. 

Doubts Bullet’s Origin 

The significance of that dis- 
covery was made clear at the 
Ward hearings last May by 
Herbert L. MacDonnel, a pro- 
fessor of criminalistics from 
Corning, N. Y. 

Mr. MacDonnel noted that 
the eight cartridge casings re- 
moved from Mr. Sirhan’s pistol 
had all been made by the Cas- 
cade Corporation of Lewiston, 
Idaho. As far as he could de- 
termine, Mr. MacDonnel said, 
Cascade never manufactured a 
.22-caliber bullet with only one 



cannelure, the sort thgt was re- 
moved from Senator Kennedy’s 
body. 

Mr. Harper, Professor Mac- 
Donnel, Dr. Noguchi, Supervi- 
sor Ward and others have 
called for a refiring of the 
weapon taken from Mr. Sirhan, 
which now rests with the Los 
Angeles county clerk, as- the 
definitive test of whether the 
contested Kennedy, bullet • was 
discharged from Mr. Sirhan’s 
gun. 

Might Not Prove Conclusive 

Barring that, they want a ra-. 
dioactivity test performed that 
would establish the similarity 
of the bullets’ composition, and 
thus, support or refute their 
common origin. 

But Mr.' Busch said this week 
that ' .he would not consent to 
reopen the Sirhan investigation 
because “we have a question 
about the integrity of the bul- 
lets and the integrity of the 
gun.” 

He referred to a 1971 grand 
jury inquiry that criticized as 
too lax the precaution taken by 
Los Angeles County officials to 



protect the Sirhan gun and re- 
covered bullets. Mr. Busch 
added that a re-examination 
might not prove conclusive and 
thereby fuel unwanted specula 
tion about the assassination. 

Furthermore, he said, the pis- 
tol could have deteriorated over 
the last few years to the point 
where , a comparison firing 
would be meaningless. He as- 
serted that the question of the 
cannelures alone was also in- 
sufficient proof, since such 
markings could be erased on 
impact, a conclusion with which 
Mr. Harper and other experts 
disagree. 

“The two-gun theory is a fic- 
titious theory,” Mr. Busch said, 
“but we can’t stop people from 
taking things out of context 
and making tihem inconsistent 
with the facts.” 

Mr. Busch paused, sighed and 
sat back in his chair. 

There is no question in our 
minds,” he said slowly, “that 
Sirhan Sirhan was the murderer 
of Robert Kennedy and that he 
acted alone. 

I’m not going to let this .kind 
of speculation be given cred- 
ence. It’s ghoulisih to, me.” 



